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2 Americana or Africana, 


Which is now in BLOSSOM in 


E O X 70 N 


Which is upwards of Toms Foot high, and has 
aready put forth Thirty Branches for Flowers, * 
all upon one 8ST E M, Twelve whereof are 
* fairly Fu? and Blown out. 


*£8 ALSO 


Of Two other Exotick Prants, call'd, 


he Cerens, or Torch-Thiftle, 


Fhich have likewiſe put forth their Bloſſoms | in 
Mr. CowelP $ fd GARDEN. 


& like whereof has never been ſeen in England before. 


— 
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LONDON: 
lited for 7. IVarner, at the Black Boy in Pater- 


Wer-Row ; and Sold by H. Il hitridge in Caſtle- 


Mey at the Royal Exchange ; and Mr. Cowell at 
on. 1 __ 5 
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the Morld with any Preface to 
this Work, had it not been, that 
he is very Unjuſlly and Injuri- 
m/ly invaded in his Property on this extras 
ndinary Occaſion. ; 


This is done by a certain Engraver, who FS 
has taken a private and imperfet# Sketch of # | 1 
this curious Plant, and preſented a Print of it : 1s 
bo the YVorld, | 148 
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The RY EFACE. 


Tha it we be 1 a Sketch or FRE 
fer, Draught of the Plant, is evident, be. 
" cauſe the Work of Nature itſelf 4s not ya | 
Perfected or finiſhed, and a perfect Plan can 

never be takeu from an imperfect? Fabrick, ſo} 
that, at beſt, it is, as a Spurious fo an Un- 


That it is Nan aud Unjuſt, and, at 
Mr. Cowell thinks, Unchriſtian, is evident | 
from all the Circumſtances of it, and parti. 
cularly from this; Mr. Cowell, who hay- 
ins had many Loſſes and great Misfortunes in 
the World, was not in the beft Circumſtan. 
ces, (though always Honeſt, and had fhean 
himſelf fo, through the hardeſt and worſt of 
his Diſaſters) look'd upon this ſarprizing 
Shooting up of this Plant, as a fongular Gif 
of Heaven, ſeut for his Relief i in the Mid 


of his Dijafrers. 


Accordingly, that he night eto Bis See 
of the Bounty of Heaven, and act as becamt 
an Hou? Man, on the Occaſion of fo merti— 


fit 


The PREFACE. 


ful a Providence: he had, with the atmeſ} 


htegrity, applied the firſt Profits of this great 
Gift, t0 diſcharge honeſtly thoſe Incumbrances 


| which were upun him; and reſolved to con- 


tinue doing fo, till he had fully paid every Man 
his Due; reſerving the Supply of humſelf and 
Family till daſs. 


In the Middle of this particular Conduci 


| if Mr. Cowell, for the Truth whereof he ap= 


jeals to the Perſons concern d, who, he doubts 
wt, will teſtify the ſame in his Behalf, comes 
this Engraver, and to take the Means out of 
bis Hands for finiſhing his Honeſt and Upright 
Dan, has, as is ſaid above, clandeſtinely taken 
md publ. iſbed this * Print. 

Mr. Cowell believes Sir Hans Sloane, whoſe 
bwodneſs he has abuſed, in putting his Name 
n the Front of his Print, whether with Bis 
lonfent or not, would be very far from counte- 
ing or encouraging ſuch an Action, eſpeci- 
iy on a poor Man who had never injured or 
Feuded him; and it is for the Information 
lid Satisfaction of that worthy and esche 

| | Gentleman 


The PREFACE : Þ 
Gentleman, as well as for Undecetving the 
Morla, that this Preface is prefixed.. F 


N. B. Mr. Cowell has a Perfect and Com 

; pleat Draught of the ſaid Aloe and 
Torch-Thiſtle, vow making, and whith| 
will be finiſhed in a few Days, which 
will fully expoſe that ridiculous Pers 
formance, 
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ALOE Americana or Africana; 


N O W 


Bloſſoming Th HOXTON. 


0 HA P. 1 


s the World has been ſurpriz' d for 
above three Months paſt, with an 
Account of the unexpected Growth 
of the famous Plant called rhe 
= Aloes; and that this extraordinary 
Wippcarance is not a pretended Wonder, or a 
ag bluſter'd into the World by a Flouriſh of 
Words, to raiſe the Expectations of the People, 
Norder to excite their Cutioſity at the Expence 
their Pockets: So we cannot believe, but it 
; 23 Will 


A 
[ * 


1 1 

Vill be agreeable to the curious Part of Mat: , 
Kind, to have a full Account given of it; b 
as well to inform them what it is not, as What 1 
it is, that nothing may be expected but wha 

will to their full Satisfaction be found Real 40 
and Subſtantial, as well as Rare and Curious; 


and ſince Nature can be no Cheat, and nothing 1 
can counterfeit Vegetative Life, Mr. Cowell is fe 
in no Pain about the Truth of the following ©, 
Account, the Production being viſible to every x 
Obſerver ; and whoever doubts the Fact, has no 1 
more to do, but with his naked Eye to con- 0f 
vince himſelf, and be fully ſatisfied he is not 0 
mpos d upon. 
| W 1255 had abundance of Opinions paſid 3 
in common Converſation upon the ſhooting up Abs 
of this Plant, in ſo ſudden and extraordinary a bs 
Manner, every Man ſpeaking his private Judg M8 
ment, as the particular kind of Information he Not 
has recciv'd has furniſl'd him about it; and ſome nd, 
Gentlemen who have been Abroad, have like- fo 
wiſe ſpoken of it, as they ſppaleh, = 
directly than others, from having ſeen the like Ip 
Plant in remote Parts of the World: In K 
this it is very remarkable, and worth our . 
obſerving, that thoſe Gentlemen (Travellers) Men 
have appear'd, if that be credible, rather m— qui 
Miſtaken, than our more curious Obſervers 0 5 
Nature have been, who have ſtaid at Home: . 
The Reaſon of which, in à few Words take lors 
thus; ö and a. 

The Gentlemen ! reak of, who having been  M. 
Abroad, 8 Teen various Kinds of Plants Un 


which 


ATT. 
which go by this Name, in ſeveral diſtarit 
Parts of the World, are ordinarily of the 
ſeyeral Denominations following: 

1. Seafaring Men; not in general the or- 
dinary Sailors, or Foremaſt Men, for they are 
ſeldom capable of much Obſervation ; and if 
they were, have not Opportunities on Shore 
frequent enough to inform themſelves; but 
Captains and other Officers on board ſuch Ships 
15 have made Voyages to India or to America, 
or other very remote Parts; and eſpecially the 
Officers on board Ships of War, or, as we call 
them, Privatcers, or Letters of Mart Ships; 
theſe have ordinarily more Men of Letters on 
board them than other Ships; who go 
Abroad upon Adventures, and who going long 
ctuizing Voyages, have more Opportunity to 
view the Countries they diſcover, and to take 


and thoſe Gentlemen are alſo more curious to 
inform themſelves where. ever they come, and 
more pry ing into the Productions of Nature in 
the remote Parts of the World. 

2. More eſpecially the Surgeons and Chap- 
lains of ſach Ships: Theſe alſo are many times 
Hen of Curioſity, and not only capable of 
nquiring into the Works of Nature, but apply 
liemſelves to it with a particular Care. 

3. Among the Commanders, Maſters, and 
tilots, ſometimes are found Men of Genius; 
nd as they ought always to be Men of Art and 
0 Mathematical Knowledge, fo ſometimes we 
Ind them good Philoſophers ; and ſuch, though 

= RK | all 


Notice of what is rare and worth obſerving ; 


14 


all Philoſophers are not Botaniſts, yet have fre: WM þ 
quently given very good Accounts of the ſeyeral 
Plants which they have ſeen occaſionally in , 
foreign Parts. 

Now it mult be acknowledg'd, That though * 
many of theſe Gentlemen, and ſome of very 
good judgment, have ſeen and obſery'd thi Na 
Plant now Blowing at Hoxton, yet, as they 
have ſeen a quite different Production bearing 
the ſame Name in different Parts of the World 


where they may have ſeverally been, ſo they have the 
cntertain'd a quite different Idea of this Plant our 
now to be ſeen ; one expecting it in one Form, Heis 
and one in another, I mean as to its Bloſſom, does 
and few, if any of them, have given a right WM.1.. 
Account of it ; as Nature, which will very ſoon of th 
diſcover their Miſtakes, dc igns to Pre it to by + 
the World. not 3 
Even thoſe Aloes which we, have had in ſome tro 
particular Gardens, in, this "and other Patt Irora 
of the Northern World, have differ'd exceed ap 
ingly from this, as ſomc of them have done alþ 4g 
from one another; particularly thoſe Two, the 
which about 15 Years ago flower'd in hem; 
Majelly s Garden at Hampton - Court, as allo: 1) 
one in the late Duke of Backinghamvint qualir 
Garden, not in, but adjoining to Sr. James z int 
Par, of which the Learned Mr. Bradley gives H |: 
Account in his Hiſtoria Plantarum Suceulet ſelf, f 
rarum. I lay, all theſe differ'd very mu. th. 
from this Plant, as appears from the Deſciecccg. 
tion which the fag Mr. Bradley has given MD irc 


them, which is more cminent]y een AY 
Pictul 


3 
Pilure or Cut of that particular Plant, which, 
as he lays, bloſſom d in the Garden of Eucting- 
lam ſbire Houſe, near the Park. 

This Plant, though the Leaves were much 
the ſame with this now in Bloom, and it ſeem'd 
to be of the ſame Kind, or very near it, yet 
Nature, which is certainly the beſt Arbiter of 
that Difficulty, ſhews evidently a Difference in 
the Kind. For Example, 

1. The Aloes which Mr. Bradley ſhews to 
the World in a fair Print in his ſaid Book, ſhoots 
out no leſs than four upright Stems of unequal 
Height and Thickneſs (the Thickneſs Mr. Bradley 
docs not deſcribe) the Height he ſuggeſts to be 
about 17 Foot; I ſuppoſe he means the higheſt 
of them, for two of the four are not ſo high 
by far; one being about 9 Foot, and the other 
not above 7 Foot high; though, indeed, the 
two laſt ſeem'd to be till growing when the 
Incraver took the Draught of them, and, per- 
laps, might be afterwards as tall as the other. 
2, Nor are the Flowers the ſame, or indeed 
$ there, as I think, any Affinity between 
iem; for thoſe which Mr. Bradley gives us 
he Delcription of, grow out without any 
quality in their Cluſters, ſpreading and open: 
into ſeparate and diſtinct Flowers. Each 
f thoſe Flowers having a ſeparate Stalk to 
elf, ſhooting upright, though a little Nanting 
on the Head of the Branch from whence it 
deeeds, in all which Particulars it ſeems to 
W itelt to be of a Kind extremely different 
In this at Eton, tho' at the ſame time it 
3 4 comcs 


[6] 
comes inro the Gink Species, and may be call 
an Aloe, tho' of another Sort. 

Nod the Difference of this Plant from the 
ALO& we are here deſcribing, and which 
Nature, we doubt not, will ſoon fairly diſplay 
to the World, is this; that our ALOE ri 

up in one main Stem only, and of a much 
greater Magnitude than thole above-mentiond, 
and is already ſhot upwards above three Foo 
higher than the higheſt of thoſe Stems which 
Mr. Bradley deſcribes, The Circumterence of 
the ſaid Stem or Stalk being near its fil 
coming out irom the ordinary Stock of the 
Plant, at lcaſt twelve Inches, and its Growth per: 
pendicular and ſtanding upright and ſtrong like 
a Tree, whercas the others ſhew tender and 
reclining like a Sarub. 

It is true, the Flowers being now ſo nen 


their opening, it cannot be aſcertained how ] 
high it may yet grow, nor do we know that ii ! 
wiil ſhoot much aftcr the ſpreading of ſo man \ 
Flowers, which muſt greatly exhauſt the Plan ( 
of its Moiſture, or, at leaſt of a very gef s 
Quantity; which Moiſture would, perhap 
ſupply the ſecret Operation for thruſting up ti V 
Tube of the Plane to a greater Heighth. But i 0 
are aſlured, that the Alo which blow in I NC 
Pruſſian Majeſty's Royal Garden, was no I !! 
than forty Foot high; and as this is d be 
tainly of the very ſame Kind with that Plan pr. 
it is more than prebable, it may grow up o 
a 


the ſame Heighth, 


Ti 


S 


UF 
That this is of the ſame Species with that 
Plant which blow'd in the King of Pruf//a's 
Garden, is confirm'd by the Manner of its 
Growth, and the apparent Likenets of its 
blowing Branches, of which we ſhall ſay more 


preſently, 
That there may be ſuch an extraordinary 


Variety in the Kinds of this Plant, the 


Learned Botaniſts will not think at all ſtrange ; 
ſince, as the Curious have obſery'd, almoſt all 
Vegetables pnt themſelves forth with a Varicty 
valtly differing from one another, as the 
Climates, the Soil, and the Strength and 
Vigour of the particular Plant ſhall direct; 
and we ſee ſo many Examples of this kind, 
that the Curious would think it loſing Time 
and Labour to give an Account of it. 

'Tis alſo evident, that not only the Shape, the 
Leaf, the Flower, and even the Colours of 
many Plants, whoſe Original may be the fame, 
vary and change, but even the Virtues and 
Qualities are chang'd allo, as the Climate or 
Soil is chang'd in which it grows. 

Whether this is the only Reaſon of the great 
Variety of Plants which we ſee in ſeveral Parts 
of the World bearing the ſame Name, I will 


not determine, though it ſcems highly probable 


it ſhould be ſo; and particularly in this Plant, 
becauſe the Shape of its Leaf is fo evidently 
preſervd, and the manner of its being armd 


with Points and Prickles, ſo ſtrong and fo 


many in all the Extremities of the Leaf. 
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The Kinds then of this Plant being ſo many, 
and ſo different, it ſhould not be wonder at, 
if this Plant appears not to bear much Affinity 
to that ALOES, if it ought to be call d fo, 
which bloflomd in the Royal Garden at 
Hampton Crurt, or to the like Plant in the 
Duke of Buc bing hamſpirès Garden: But as it is 
of a differing Kind, ſo it is evident that it is of a 
ſaperior Kind, and that not only in Magnitude 
and Height, but even in the different Nannet 
| | of its blowing, and in the Rarity of it as to 
fi Time; for thoſe Plants at Hampton. Court, and 
| in Buckinghamſhire Garden, blow'd, as 1 am 


[ 
i 
| 
: 
| 
| 
: 
þ 
/ 
| 
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— — 
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et 


| inform'd, while the Plants were but of a mo- {Wer 
1  derate Age, ſome have ſaid that they were but . 
N about 12 to 14 Years old at the moſt. wi 


1 On the contrary, this Plant has already been Us, 
in the Garden, now Mr. Cowel/s, and where MI; 
it at preſent ſtands, upwards of 40 Years, and 
never till now put forth any Stem or Stalk ep 
1 which look d like an Upright, nor, as Mr. Cowell Nu 
l thinks, had it done ſo under two or three Years {Wii 
BP more, had not he uſed ſome extraordinary Care an 
Ut in mixing the Soil in which it grew, and {Wei 
= adapting it to the natural Conſtitution of the Wis 
nf Country where it naturally grows. Wh 
. This (it may be ſuppos' d) gave Birth to the ef 
| Notion which Mr. Cotoell finds moſt of thoſe Nit 
Gentlemen who come from India had received Nia! 
0 iir namely , that it does not blow ordinarily {Ws t 
but once in an hundred Years; whereas the {Win 
| ſame Plant growing in Mexico, and- in the Fo; 
1 Province of Guatimala, and on the Lake of 
| | Ni icar 2 ud, 


OOO — — 


[9] 
Nicaragua, Where they tell us, they are very 
frequent, blows, as I am inform d, every five 
Years; or thereabouts. 
| [tis true, they all agree, that there are ſeveral 
Kinds of Aloe upon the ſaid Lake of Nicaragua, 
Ind that moſt of them blow in ſeveral Stems, 
according to this repreſented by Mr. Bradley; 
which Kind, however, is not ſo much eſteem d 
| 25 the other which grows more leiſurely, and 
6 ſhoots forth but one Stem: That Stem, as may 
) be ſuppoſed, being ſtronger and firmer in the 
| Wi Nature and Quality of its Juices, as well as in 
1 the Production of it ſide Branches and Flowers, 
- Weovs by Vertue of its Increaſe of Vigour and 
t Strength to a greater Height; and Travellers, 
bo have been curious in their Inquiry, aſſure 
n Wu, chey uſually grow to the Height of 40 to 
e 15 Foot. | 
d Some inlarge upon their Dimenſi ions, and 
Ik rpreſent them as growing to a monſtrous Bulk, 
nd that the Leaves are 15 to 17 Foot long, the 
rs (ircumlerence of the Stem three or four Foot, 
re nd the Heighth above 70 Foot. But we 
nd dere to carry no Rhodomontades forward in 
mis Account; it is certain, that the ALOE 
viich grew in his Prufian Majeſty's Garden, 
of which! have procurd an exact Draught, as 
It was taken from the Original, was 40 Foor 
in Heighth 3 that it had but one Tube or Stem, | 
| this has, and of the ſame, or like Dimen-. 
Ions and it ſeems unqucſtionable; that the 
lower which this ALOE, now blowing, 
puts 


Cw 

puts forth will be the ſame, that is to Cay, « 
the ſame kind with that in Prufia. [ 
am inform'd there have ſeveral Alpes blows a 
in ſome Gardens in Ffolland, as particularly in Wi E 
Mynheer Van Citter's Garden at Otrecty ; bu 
p 
7 


upon farther Inquiry I find that they are all, 0 

the moſt Part of an inferior Quality, and, y 
I ſuppoſe, the ſame or like kind with the | 
which Mr. Bradley has deſcrib'd, which pit 
forth its Bloſſom at Fampron-Conrt ; and if! 
am not miſtaken, thoſe £wo great Plants in the 
Royal Garden at Hampton- Court were brought 
from Ho!land from the Maiſon de Bois, or thi 
Houſe in the Mood, a Palace of the late Prin 


of Orange, called by that Name; and He of 
his Majeſty the late King William had a gtei pu 
many curious Exotic Plants, and thoſe amo not 
the reſt; but as it ſeems they were, according He! 
to Mr. Bradley's Deſcription, which 1 do,, A! 
not is very exact, it is likely that the ra blo 
of them which have blowed in- Holland, no: 
any has blowed there,) were of the ſame two 
like kind, whe 
The faid Mr. Bradley calls the aforcſaid vas 
Americana, and 1 doubt not but he has go rin 
Authority for ſo doing; for that, as I have fag oy { 
this kind arc trequently found in the Proving kind 
of Guatimala, in the Empire of AMexzco, aor « 
on the Banks of the great Lake of Nene 


ragua; but then it is to be remembred all 
that this greater ALOE is alſo found then 


as has been ſaid, and is very frequent there te 
1 RIA 


11 ] 
| cxv0y, in the fine Gardens which he made 
at his Palace, near Vienna, adjoining to the 
Emperor's Palace of Le Favourita, had a large 
plant of the Ave, among a great many rare 
Plants brought him by the Navigation of the 


Danube and of the Black Sea from Armenia, 
and conſequently from Perſia, where alſo this 


neſs valued it at a very high Rate; and in the 
Year 1717. it bloſſom'd alſo, as theſe in Hoi 
und and in England have done. 

But by the ſtricteſt Inquiry which I have been 
able to make, this Plant at Vienna was alſo 
of an inferior Quality, and that though it did 
put forth but one Stem, yet the ſaid Stem was 
not equal to that of his Praſſian Majeſly's, for 
Height or Thickneſs; nor was it equal to this 
ALOE we are ſpeaking of, which is now 
blowing, and on which, tho' the Flowers are 
not yet all come out, the Stem is already above 
two Yards higher than that of the Prince's 
when fully blown, which at its utmoſt Height 
was not above 14 Foot high, nor was the 


dy ſeveral Inches: ſo that if it was of the ſame 
kind, it was certainly of a weaker Growth, 
or of a differing Sort cycn under the ſame 
Denomination. 


CAR 


[ haye been told alſo, that Prince Eugene of 


plant is found; and I underſtand that his High- 


Prince's Plant ſo thick in the Stem as this is 
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CHAP. II. 


Of the Flower this ALOE will i 
and the Difference from the Flower 
or Bloſſom of the other Plants — the 
ſame Name. 


T remains to ſpeak of the Flower or Biol. 
ſom which the Aloes in general is ſaid to 
bear. It is much eaſier to deſcribe the Variety 
of the Plant called by the Name of the ALOE, 
by the Difference of the Leaf, the Stalk, and 
the Manner of its ſhooting up its blowing Stem, 
than it is to deſcribe it by the Flower, and by 
the Difference of the ſaid Flower when blown, 
or in the Bud, when blowing or preparing to 
blow; becauſe many more Plants and Kinds 
have been ſeen in the Leaf than in the Bloom; 
or rather, I might ſay, many Ale Plants have 
been ſeen, and many Kinds or Species of them, 
in the Leaf, but very rarely any in the Bloſſom, 
or with the Flower on them. 
We have ſeen ſeveral Sorts of Aloes in Eng. 
land, and Mr. Cowel has many differing Kinds 
now in his Keeping, in the ſame Garden with 


this, and which any Gentleman who is curious 


to diſtinguith Sorts, may have the Opportunity 
of obſcrving : But as there's no Affinity in the 
Species, ſo neither is there any Similitude in 


their Appearance, neither the Leaf or the Stalk; 
LOT 
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Colour or Shape being the ſame, or agreeing 


with one another. 


Much leſs then will the Flower 8 a Simi- 
litude; nor are we certain that the very Colour 
of the Bloſſom is the ſame; for as the Form 


and Figure of the Plant varies, ſo will the 


Shape and Colour, and perhaps the Smell of 
the Bloſiom differ alſo 3 as, no doubt, the 
Virtues and medicinal Operations, of which 


[ ſhall ſpeak by itſelf, may do alſo. 


I have, though in an imperfe& Manner, de- 
ſcribd the Flower or Bloſſom of that particular 
Aloe, of which Mr. Bradley gives us an Ac- 
count, and which blow'd in the Royal Garden 
at Hampton-Court, and of that which blow'd 
inthe Gardens of Buckinghamſhire Houle, which 
is the ſame with the other; and J am aſſured 
thev are the fame alſo with thoſe which blow'd 
at Utrecht. 

| omitted indeed in that Deſcription, that there 
arc ſeveral ſmall Epices at the Top of every 
particular Flower, which ſtart out and extend 
themſelves beyond the Head or Opening, of the 
Bloſſom, ſomething like the Epices in the Saf- 
iron Crocus, or like thoſe in the Hollow of the 
White Lilly, only much larger; what Uſe in 
nc Production of the Species theſe Epices may 
be of, or whether they contain any ot the gene- 
rating Duſt, (the Semen of the Plant,) or no, I 
leave to the Learned; but it ſcems to me, that 
they do lupply that Office in the Nature of the 


thing. 


Others 


a 
Others think the Colour of the Flower i 
ſupply'd by the ſmall Particles which flutter 
about inviſible, (bur by the moſt exquiſite Glaſ. 
ſes,) from the Top of theſe Epices, and impet: 
ceptibly cover the whole Bloſſom, and impteg 
nate the Leaves of it, and the Pulp or Bulb; 
from which generating Duft the Plant itfelf 1 
invigorated, and made capable of putting fotth 
3 its Fruit or Seed, whatever kind it is to pto. 
duce; which Seed again js thereby qualfied to 
1 propagate its Kind and produce other Plants, 
| Not but that the particular Plant of the 
ALOES is ordinarily propagated by Suck: 
ers or Slips which ſhoot out from the Side 
of the Root, as we ſhall ſhew in its Place. 
But IJ am of Opinion, that every Plant propa- 
gates its Kind in the ordinary Courſe” of Nx 
ture, by Seeds or Fruit alſo, which buried in the 
Earth, will naturally produce its Self, that is 
its Likeneſs, and this beſides the ſaid Suckers; 
only that this laſt is the quickeſt Way for the 
ingenious Gardener to multiply the Species 
like as in the Carnation, the Auricula, the Tu: 
lip, and ſeveral other fine nice Flowers and 
Plants, which are propagated by Layers, Slips, 
and Off. Sets, and yet have all of them a viſible 
Secd, by which, if ſown, the ſame Plant, in 
kind, is alfo raiſed, © 5 
T muſt reſer the Curious to the Print ot] 
Draught of the ſaid ALOE S, which, as above, 
had bloſſom'd in the Garden of the Duke of 
Buckinghamſhire, @*c. for I can give no mote 


perfect Deſcription. From the Draught of it! 
2 | come 


WR 

come next to the Flower of the ALOES, 
now in Bloom, as it may be called, for the 
flower already ſhe ws itſelf enough to know, 
or at leaſt to paſs a Judgment of what it will 


The Flower of this Plant differs exceedingly 
already from that mentioned above; for, firſt, 
i differs in the Stalk, 1 mean, not ſo much in 
the main upright Stem, though that alſo differs; 
of which I have ſpoken at large above; but 1 
mean the Stalk of every particular Bunch of 
lowers, thefe we have always called the Bloſ- 
om Branches, or the Side Branches, becauſe 
they ſhoot out of the Sides of the main or 
pright Stem, and ſpreading themſelves at firſt 


Ce. f 

Mi orizontally, extend ſo for about two or three 

Ty. ind twenty Inches, and then fetching a little 
pyecp or Bend downward, riſe up again, al- 


ot or indeed very much in the Shape of a 
Iigle Socket in a great Branch or Church 
andleſtick, as may more particularly be ſeen 
i the following ſmall Diagram: 


——— — 


= 
22 


and having extended the outſide Caſes or Copen 
of the Bud to ſuch an Extent as to ſhew thef 


poſe, prominent as the other, but ſceming 


very much allo to the Beauty and Decoration o 


Nature reſolves to form and put forth up0l 
the riſing Stem of this remarkable Plant 
Hoxton, as it is moſt reaſonable to judge ren, 


L 16 1 

When this Side Branch or little Candleſlick 
Stalk is thus ſhot out, as is ſaid, horizontal, 
for about two and twenty Inches, it turns up- 
ward, and there, as it it were in the Place of 
the Socket, uts forth its Flower handſomely 
ſpread, in a kind of Semicircle of Flowers 


whole Flower, it then thruſts out not a fey 
of thoſe Epices which 1 have obſerved of tu 
other, but a very great Number larger aut 
finer, and perhaps for the ſame End and Pur. 


much better qualified for the Work of Sel 
propagation, 
The Flowers turning up in this Manner ad 


the whole Stalk, for it is evident, they riſc on 
above and within another in a moſt admirabl 
Symmetry, and making a moſt agrecable Fi 
gure, continuing to go up ſhorter and ou 
the firſt Side Branches being the longeſt, t 
forming a moſt beautiful Pyramid, they 4 
one Bunch or Cluſter on the Top, coveriſ 
the whole Fabrick like a Globe or Ball on ti 
Top of a Spire. 
This was tic Form of the e e Fl 2 
which blow'd in his Pruf/ian Majcſty's Garden 
and this is what we have good Reafon to ſi 


What alrcady appears; nay, Natute, as it Wei 
i Wen e 


bl #*S al 
[17 ] 

aſſures us of it already, as well by the Stem 
which riſes exactly in the Form and Dimen- 
ſons of the other, ſtrong and ſufficient to ſup- 
port the Weight of its Side Branches, whereas 
dr the Plant Mr. Bradley deſcribes apparently 
rs; yields and bends under the Weight, though the 
ves Flowers there do not ſhoot out horizontal as 
tue theſe do, and by which means (tis evident 
feu chat) the other weighs the heavier upon the 
the main Stalk by a great deal. | 
and lt is alſo obſervable, that although there are, 
Puri is is noted above, very many ſeveral Kinds of 
ALOES, or of Plants which perhaps by the 
dimilitude of the Leaf rather than any Reaſon 
of Nature, bear the Name of ALOE, yet 
that there is not one Sort that I have met with or 
W have heard of, whoſe Stem or Flower is in the 
leaſt Appearance like this ; that in his Pruſſian 
Majeſty's Garden only excepted, and that Sort 
which, as I have obſcry'd, are found on the 
pink or Shore of the great Lake of Nicaragua 
In New Spain, and from which, I ſuppoſe, our 
Pant is uſually called Americana; for other- 
viſe it would be more properly called by the 
dur. name of Africana, from the Iſlands of 
latra, lying in the Mouth of the Mare Ru- 
mum, or Arabian Gulph, and near the Afri- 
an Coaſt, which Iſlands produce that particu- 
ar ALOE S which is ſo fam'd in Medicine, 
nd which from the Name Zocatra is called 
de ALOE SOC AT RINA or Zoca- 
"ama, and which grows allo upon the Afri. 
n Coaſt, oppoſite to the ſaid Iſlands, near 
C the 
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the Ethiopian Cape, or, as the Europeans cill 
it, Cape Gardefeu, or as ſome call it, Gyr. 
defoy, of all which in its Order; for the pre- 
ſeat we are content to give this Plant the Sur. 
name of Americana (though we believe it to 
be rather a Native of Africa (or of Alan, x; 
above) becauſe the King of Pruſſias Gardena 
was pleaſed to ſtile his Majeſty's Plant, to which 
this Plant ſhews its Affinity ſo very plainly, 
by the ſame Name; with what Reaſon or Au- 
thority, I mean as to Evidence, I yet knoy 
not. 8 


$ 


We have ſome other Reaſons alſo to gie 
for our Opinion why this Plant, as alſo tha 

of his Pruſſian Majeſty's, is of the Eaſtern Er. 
traction, that is to ſay, the Eaſtern Coaſt of 
Africa, or of Arabia, all which we now ſtyle 


the Eaſt-Indies, becauſe traded to by our Eil. 
India Company only, and within what they re , 
kon the Bounds of their Charter; I ſay, we hat j 
ſome other Reaſons why we believe them d 
this Eaſtern Extraction, as, particularly, the Ni . 
ture of the Juices, which differ exceedingly 
from thoſe of the Aloe Americana, propeiif 
fo called, and deſcribed by the learned Mi 
Bradley, as above, and which put forth thei 
Bloſſoms here in the Year 1714. and 1717. a 
ſo of others. . 

Now Mr. Bradley who was (as himſelf ſays 
a ſtrict Obſerver and frequent Viſiter of thok 
Plants at Hampton Court and Buc bing bamſb 
Houſe Gardens, in the Time of their flowerig 
or blowing, tells us, and J do not at all * 


[19] 


his Judgment, who is fo fam'd tor a curious 
Remarker on all ſuch rare Occaſions; I ſay, 
| Mr. Bradley tells us, that the Flowers upon the 
Extremity of the Side Branches, dropt a Liquor 
as ſweet as Honey. 

This indeed merits ſome particular Remark, 
| and will abundantly confirm our Opinion of 
the differing Quality of Mr. Cowell's ALOE, 
or the Pruſſian ALOE, for this is far from 
being any Evidence at all of. its being the ſame 
kind of Plant with theſe ; nay, tho' that had 
emitted the ſame ſweet kind of Juice, which, 
however, does not appear; for that, as I am 
alured by Perſons of very good judgment, no- 
thing is more frequent than for the Sap of any 
Plant to have a ſweetiſh Taſte, when the Fruit 
of the ſame Plant, when come to its Perfec- 
tion, ſhall be extremely bitter; nay, that ſweet 
Juice has evidently a ſtrong Bitter in it at 
laſt, 

However, it ſeems alſo evident from hence, 
that the Plants in the Royal Gardens of Hamp- 
jon Court, which Mr. Bradley mentions, were 
not the ſame in kind with that which flowerd 
in the King of Pruſſias Garden, becauſe that 
did not, as we can learn, emit any ſuch Juices 
Ot Liquor, nor is it indeed uſeful for any Flower 
to do ſo, 

Then as to the Sweetneſs of ſuch Juices or 
Liquor, we are aſſured by that antient Botaniſt, 
Rembertus Dodonæus of N aples, who de- 
(ctibes this very ALOE now in Bloom, as 
by his 1 of the Leaf and Root appears, 
C2 which 


* 


Dr 
which is individually the ſame in every Patt; 
his Words are, that the whole Plant is of | 
4 bitter Taſte, as I ſhall obſerve again pre. 

ſently. | & 

I ſhall only obſerve here, that this 40 
which that learned Author deſcribes, and con- 
ſequently this at Hoxton, is alſo the ſame in 
Leaf and Colour, and, we believe, the ſame 
alſo in kind with that which is found in Perſſa 
on the Side of the Caſpian Sea, and alſo on 
the Shoars of the Perſian and Arabian Gulphs, 
and on the Eaſtern Coaſt of Africa: So that 


= whereas the learned Mr. Bradley calls this Plant WM 
1 | Aloe Americana, it may with as much Juſtice W 
19 be called Aloe Africana. ; 
W For the farther Information of the Reader Ml © 
wh in this Caſe, we refer him to the ſaid Robertus 
wth Doadonæus, in his Herbal, or Hiſtory of Plant,, ( 
ll lib. 3. cap. 17. fol. 353. where, after his gene- 
x ral Account of the Herb ALOE, as he there ( 
i || calls it, and of its Leaf and Root, and the Co- 
4 lour of it, he proceeds to ſpeak of its Quali. 
EY ties, thus: * All the Herb, /ays he, is of 1 
x * ſtrong Savour and bitter Taſte, and out of it. 
I is drawn a Juice, which is dry'd by the , 
i * Dealers in Drugs, and is alſo named ALOE WI. 


« as is the Plant itſelf, which Juice being made 
« hard by lying in the San, is carried into all M 
& Parts of the World, to be uſed in Medi. 


« cine: He adds; It groweth very plentifull A 
« in India, and from whence cometh the ba“ 
& juice; but it is found alſo in other Place 
ARYL” PMI 7h ur | 1 ? 
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« in Arabia and in Africa; ;” and he might have 
aid in America, as is obiirvd above. 

But the Reader, perhaps, will be apt to ſug- 
geſt, that this is of no Importance in the Caſe 
before us, unleſs we prove from the ſame Au- 
thor, that this Indian ALOE is the ſame with 
this now in Bloſſom, and which I am endea- 
youring to deſcribe. 

To this I anſwer, The above Author does 
deſcribe it two Ways, and both confirm my 
Opinion, that this is the very ſame kind of 


ALOE as that which grows in Arabia and 


Africa 3 nor is it unlikely to be the ſame which 
grows in che Iſland of Zoccatra, tho perhaps, 
of ſomething a differing Sort. 


1. He ſays, this ſame Plant is kept in ſeveral 
Gardens of the Herbaliſts, that is to ſay, of the 
Botaniſts, and other curious Perſons here in our 
Country, that is, in England. 


2. And to put it out of queſtion, he gives 
Draught or Print of the whole Plant, as it 
gtows in India and Arabia, and of its Root; 
which Print or Draught exactly agrees with the 
Plant which is foi in our Botaltifts Gardens 


in England, and with this now in Bloom in 


Mr. Cowell Garden; fo it is apparent, they are 
the ſame in the Colour, Shape of the Leaf, 
and, I doubt not, are the {ime in Taſte alſo, 


3. As to the Juices being ſweet, as Mr. Brad. 
Y lays n There dropt from the ALOE 
Gy which 
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which bloſſom'd in Hampton - Court and at 
Buckinghamſhire Gardens, a Liquor ſweet| 23 
Honey; our Anſwer is two-fold ; Firſt, I 
that is fo really, and without any ſuch other 
Tincture, as I ſhall ſpeak of immediately, then 
It is certain, thoſe Alocs wete not of the kind 
of which we are now ſpeaking, and of this 
which is now in Bloom at Mr. Cowe/l's. Se 
condly, It is true, that there is a kind of Sweet. 
nels in the Juices of this Aloe; but then it s 
as true, that after that Sweetnefs is gone off 
from the Palate, there is a plain Bitter follows | 
it, which is the genmne Sayour of the Plant, 
and which all the {ves uſed in Medicine are 
known by: Whether this was found in the 
Plants which Mr. Bradley ſaw in their Bloſſom, 
and of whoſe Juices he taſted, /I know not, 
neither is it to my Purpoſe to inquire. 


As to the ſcveral kinds of AL OE which 
are to be found in all Parts of the World, it 
cannot be expected I can give a Lift of their 
Names, and where to be found, becaule they are 
ſo various; it may be as well expected I ſhould 
give an Account of all the ſeveral Kinds d 
Orange Trees, or Fig Trecs, whoſe ſeveral 
Kinds are ſo many, that they are not to be 
reckon'd up, and yet are al] Oranges and Figs 
tho' of ſome the Taſte is various and different, 
and even the Virtues and Uſes are ſo alſo ; thc 
like is to be ſaid of this Plant; and even ot tis 
Kinds which are known, they are very diffe 
rent from one another, as is particularly {cel 

2 my 
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at in the Plant, of which Mr. Braaley ſays two 
l bloſſom'd in the Royal Gardens of Hampton- 
, I (ort, and one in the Garden of the Duke of 
het Buck: nghamfhrre, near St. Fames's Park, both 
hen which, 1 ſay, differ from this Plant; and ſo of 
und others, which Mr. Bradley himſelf gives an Ac- 
tas count of; for Example: 
Se- | | 
et. 1. The Aloe Africana Margaritifera folto 
it z Wi Undigue, &c. which in Eng/zh he calls Small 
olf Wl Pearld Aloe, tho' why it is called ſo, no Rea- 
ows Wi fon is given, except that it is becauſe the Leaves 
lant, are cover d with little, ſmall, round Globules 
ale Wor Excreſcences, white and round, like Pearl: 
the WW Mr. Bradley ſays he brought it from Holland, 
om, and that it was brought thither, vg. to Amſter- 
not, WF m, from the Southmoſt Part of Africa, near 
the Cape of Good Hope, that is to lay, from the 
Latitude of 37 Degrees South, or beyond the 
hich Line. 
d, t The Leaves of this Aloe are ſomething ſhap'd 
theit like the other, but exceeding ſmall, not much 
y are above an Inch long, nor is the Flower Stalk 
ould W:bove a Foot long, yet it grows out of the 
Is of center of the Plant, as this of our Aloe does, 
ven end bears the Flower on ſeveral Side Branches, 
o es this does; the Flower is of a greeniſh White, 
Figs Mor, according to Mr. Bradley, of a whitiſh 
rent; Wbrcen, take it which Way you pleaſe, 
; tel Whar the Virtues or what the Taſte of the 
t the huices of this Plant are, that learned and curi- 
diftc- Nous Gentleman has not, however, informed us; 
ſeen Witor, as 1 ſuppoſe, has any Experiment been 
in] 
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made of its Qualities, as whether uſeful in Me. 


dicine or not, and if uſeful, how or for what 
Purpoles, and how to be made uſe of. 


2, The ſame Author has alſo given us the 
Picture or Draught of another, and yet ſmaller 
kind of Aloe, which he calls, Aloe African 


Minima, and in Engliſh, the Little Cuſterd 


Aloc, which he ſays, is alſo an African Plant, 
and is the ſmalleſt of the whole Tribe the 
Leaves are ſhap'd like the larger Aloe, and arc 
pointed at the End and on the Sides with Spines 
or Thorns. as the other; and, perhaps, this'is 
the chief thing which entitles it to the Name 
of Aloe; for as to the Uſes and Medicinal Vir 
tucs of it, tis evident that Author, however cu. 
rious, has obſerved nothing of that Kind, and 
we may therefore well ſuppoſe it without any 
ſuch Virtues to render it valuable. 


3. He gives likewiſe an Account of a thitd 
Sort of Aloe, which he calls Aloe Africans tat 


 leſcens, or, the Common Spotted Aloe, aud which 


he ſays, next to the Great American kind, is 
or has been the molt frequent i in our Gardens 


There is indeed a very unhappy Miſtake ( 


ſuppoſe of the Printer) in the Title of this Plant 


in Mr. Bradley's Book, which, conſidering thc 


Exact neſs and Curioſity of that learned Gentle 


man, the Author, is the more wonderful, and 
eſpecially becauſe it is ſo eſſential to our under: 


ſtanding the Nature of the Plant, which is muck 
t0 
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tn be judged of by the Climate, of which it 
z; 4 Native; the Miſtake is this, vig. That in 
the Latin Column of its Deſcription, it is call'd 
5 is noted above) Aloe Africana, and in the 


the WEn::/7 Column oppoſite to it (and which or- 
ler hilly is the Latin only of the oppoſite, con- 
ina Wicucd or rendered into Engliſn) it is called an 
rd Anerican Aloe. 
nt, . Mr. Bradley would at firſt Sight, I doubt not, 
the Whave rectified his Miſtake, had he perceived it, 


and told us, that the Plant was of Africa; fo 
we may ſupply that Part, and aſſure our Reader, 


is is that it is frequently found on the Eaſtern Side 
ame Who! Africa on the Coaſt of Zanguebar; and as 
Vir: im ſince told, 'tis alſo found in the Iſland of 
cu · N Hiadegaſcar: but it may be found in America 
and Malo; tor many other Plants are naturalized to 


both thoſe Parts of the World, the Latitude, and 
onſequently the Climate, being in many Places 
uch the ſame. 


hid I Mr. Bradley tells us, the Leaves of this Aloe 
cas. Ne about a Foot long at their longeſt Growth, 
bick Wic Flower of a bright red Colours it ſo, they 
d, & re extremely differing from the Flower of any 


df the other Plants that 1 have ſeen, that bear 
ic Name of the Aloe. 

Moſt of theſe Sorts of Aloes are to be ſeen 
Plaut this Time in the ſame Garden of Mr, Cowell 
2 the Haxton, where the Great Aloe is now in its 
ntlc-WW'oom ; and Mr. Cowell has alſo ſeveral other 
nds, but neither this or any of the other can 
ome up to the Great A LOE, of which we 
KNOW writing. 


— * 


other they are armd at the Ends or Top, and 


Whereas the Leaves of the Great Aloe are ſeye- 


TT. 
The Leaves indeed of this Spotted Mot wee 
of the like Shape with the other, and like the 


on every Side with ſharp Spines or Thorns, 4x 
the Great Alo is, but nothing near ſo late; 
being not more than a Foot long. as is ſaid 


ral of them between three and four Foot in 
Leneth. e 

There are, Iſay, feveral other Kinds of Abbes in 
the ſame Garden, at Mr. Cowel/s, all which ſerve 
but to convince the Reader, that neither they ot 
thoſe which Mr. Braaliy ſays have bloſſomd in 
England are the Great Kind, and of the fame 
with the Medicinal ALOE of Zoccatra which 
we inſiſt our Aloe may be, and that if it be not 
exactly the ſame, it muſt be very near of Kin 
to it. 

But there is another remarkable Difference be: 
tween thoſe Alocs which Mr. Bradley has deſcrib, 
and Mr Couells, which, I think alſo, gives ie 
Advantage to this; namely, that Mr. Bradly 
ſays, Thoſe two Plants which bloſſom'd in the 
Royal Gardens at Hampton-Court, put forti 
four or five Bloſſom Branches on each Side 
whereas this Plant, now in its Flower, has al 
ready put forth thirty Bloſſom Branches, and | 
likely to put forth ſeveral more, as likewiſe thi 
Great Aloe in the King of Priſſias Garden di 
beforc. OL. 

It is alſo remarkable, that our Phyſician 
aſcribe no Medicinal Virtue to any of the Nine 
bur this, and one more, both which come,“ 


} 6 
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& [a;d, chicfly from the Indies, and that Pharmacy 
Lnows but two Kinds, viz. Aloe Soccatring and 
ſhe Epatica, the one of which we ſay is the 
{zz now in Bloſſom tho' we do not poſitively 
colye the Queſtion which of the two it is. 
As the other and differing Kinds are of no 
zue in Medicine, fo neither is it any rate 
ting to have them ſeen frequently in Flower, 
oth abroad and in our Climate alſo; whereas 
e do not meet with any of the moſt nice and 
wious Obſervers, whether Botanffs or others, 
who have ever ſeen this Kind of lee in its. 


ey ot 

4 u ower: No, tho' they have been converſant at 
fame lu, and cven been on Shore at Cape Garde- 
which , and on the Iſlands of Soccatra themſelves, 


0 rare is the Bloſſom of this Plant. | 
Hence alſo J ſuppoſe may have riſen that Re- 
ort of it, namely, that it does not bloſſom but 


ee be ce in a Hundred Years, which I take to be the 
bd onſequence only of its Bloſſom being ſo very 
es theWucly ſcen. 

aul Nor docs its Flower, I ſuppoſe, continue ſo 


ng blown out in thoſe hot Climates, as it is 
Id to do here; for we arc aſſured the King of 
2's Plant held its Flower near Twelve 
onths, which I ſuppoſe no Plant does in its 


and rural Soil and ordinary Growth; but we have 
iſe d Reaſon to believe, that this very Plant now 
en d ing, as it has been upwards of three Months 


ſnging forward its Stem and Side Branches 
to the Bud of the Bloſſom, and may be yet 
ne Weeks before all that Bloſſom may be 
ly ſpread; ſo it may hold in Flower, in one 

| Part 


” 
r ͤ et ant We IE hy 


Part or other, a proportioned Time after it x 


at the Iſlands of Zvccatra, and on the Coaſt of 


Side the Gulph, in the Latitude of 13 to 1 


its own Moiſture, and, as we may (ay, is to 


has a ſufficient Warmth to maintain the Vigout 


ſometimes of artificial Fires in Stoves and 


it is not qualified to ſupport. 


kind of Aloe which he ſaw Blowing in | 
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ſpread, as is uſual in ſuch Flowers to do, which 
are ſo ſlow and leiſurely in their Growth, 
It is very probable, on the other hand, that 


e AEthiopia and Arabia, that is to ſay, on cithe 


and 16 Degrees, where the Plant is in its Na. 
tive Climate; I ſay, it is very probable, that the 
Heat being very intenſe, and very little Rain 
if any, during the Seaſon of its Bloom, that 
Flower which is to ſubſiſt all that while uponff 


drink of no borrowed Streams, may ſooner g 
off and wither than it will here, where it hard 


of its Juices, and indeed has not a fufficient 
Warmth without the Protection of a Winte 
Retreat in the Green-houſe, and the Additiot 


Hearths, for the forming a Climate agreeadk 
to its Nature, or what may be called a fitte 
Temperature of Air for its Entertainment, | 
its Retreat; for the Green-houſe, is as a Kindo 
Aſylum or Refuge, to which the Plant, op 
preſsd with the Inclemency of the Winter Al 
may be (aid to fly from thoſe Extremities which 


For tho Mr. Bradley is pleaſed to ſay of f 


Royal Gardens of Hampton Court, and lile 
wile in the Duke of Buckingham ſhire's Gardel 
near the Park, that they are hardy, and ih 
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bas known them to bear the Cold of a 
lc Winter, without being brought into the 
en houſe; yet I muſt ſay in Anſwer, that 
never found this Aloe, or any of this Kind 
uch is now in Bloom, would bear any ex- 
ordinary or acute Cold ; ; nor tho I have. 
en made the Attempt with due Caution, 
ld I ever perſuade it to live abroad longer 
un the Month of Ofober, without ſenſibly 
mplaining of the Cold, and ſometimes it has 
en irrecoverably loſt by a moderate Froſt in 
e Month of November; this by the way, 
uke to be another and farther Evidence of this 

ant being an ALOE of a differing Kind from 

| thoſe mentioned by Mr. Bradley, and to be 

e ſame with the Great Aloes in the Ifland 
liccatra, as above. 

it was not thus, why does the Author 
nwted before) in his Hiſtory of Plants, give a 
Irught of the Aloe Socatrina, to be the ſame 
figure with this now blowing, and that with- 
t any the leaſt Variation? whercas all the 
iter Sorts, as appears by Mr. Bradieys own 
count and Draught, have every one of them 
me particular Marks of a differing Species. 

And why elſe does that Author, who thus 
atly delineates this individual Plant, add in 
þ Hiſtory, that its Flower is not ſeen in theſe 
mates, as I have Reaſon to be aſſured it ne- 
n was before; the Plant in his Praſſian Ma- 


þ Garden only excepted ? His Words arc 
ſe; 


1 


7 * 
4 . y 7 


> hirty- one Foot, which, however, I do not af 
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% The Flowets, Stalk and Sced, ate mi 
* like the Flowers, Stalk and Seed of | 
« ffoayl, as Dioſcorides faith. But, adde 
e Author, in theſe Parts they have not bet 
1 = ſeen. | 


ſ 


I 


Hence J take upon me to ſay, Thi 1 
ALOE now in Bloom at Hoxton, in vi 
Garden of Mr. Cowell, is certainly the y 
ALOE of Africa and Arabia, as well as( 
America, and that never any one of this Kin 
bloflom'd in this Nation before, no nor | 
Europe, that in his Prufſian Majeſty's Gard 
only excepted. 

It was obſcry'd of that Plant in his Pruſid 
Majeſty's Garden, if Fame may be depend 
upon, that it grew up to the Heighth f 


But it is evident, that this Plant is already proy 
higher by ſeveral Foot, than any of thoſe whi 
it is alledgd have blown in England; and 
it is already above twenty Foot high, which 
muſt be acknowledg'd is, for a Shrub (and th 
is no other) higher than any ſuch Plant! 
been known to grow in Europe for many Yet 
perhaps, than any Shrub was ever knowl 
grow before; there are, indeed, ſome of ! 
creeping or twꝛining Kind, which will run 
by Poles and Trees, and the Sides of Houlcs n 
an incredible Heighth, ſuch as the Hop, 
Virginia Creeper, ſome Kinds of Bean, tl 


Bear. bind, the Vine, and leycral others b 
NC 


ee eee err en ͤů ney 


Li 

dot to run up With one upright ꝓerpendiculat 
cem ſupporting itfelf, and able to ſupporcorher 
mans by its own Strength. 

Xt Now as this Plant is ſtill riſing, and ſtill 
40 utting forth more Bloſſom Branches towards 
t be ; Top, fo it is very likely, that as it grows 
ar its Summit, it may run up into a ſmaller 
L 6 Hindle, as moſt Spiral Plants do, and iſo may 
in ti 
e V 
16 
is Kin 
nor 
Garde 


x Flower or Bloſſom ; if fo, it is very pro- 
able that this Plant may grow up to 24. or 26 
ot high this Seaſon 3 whether it willrecover its 
trengthy and add to its Heighth the next Sum- 


ut the Return of the Spring can reſolbe. 
|t may be true, that as ſuch a Plant as this 


"uf ever bloed in England before, fo not 
pray lt, Cowell] only, but neither Mr. Cowell, or 
: "i Way other Gardener, no not Mr. Braaley him- 


lf, after all his Search into this Part of 
aure's Work, can before-hand tell how ſhe 
l operate in putting forth ſo nice a Plant to 
d large a Dimenſion, in a foreign Climate, 
Id $ Soil tar from being its Native, or Mother 
rt 


Nay, tho' Mr. Cowell had (en: the manner 


' oro 
e Whit 
and 
yhich 
ind th 
ant | 
y Yet 
OWN 


of Wother's Milk, yet it may vary in many Things 


pon its arriving to ſuch a Head as this has 


ſes! 
i in a remote Country: Plants, like other 
15 * cettainly participate in many Parti- 
g ars, from t it 
e, fl * he Air they breathe in; I call it 


Breathing, 


hoot up more than ordinarily to the Top of 


er or Spring, that is a Difficulty that nothing 


fits Growth in Parts Abroad, where it may 
t laid to draw in its Native Air, and drink its 
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ſome of them live by that which they draw; 


other Hands, he may ſay, without Vanity 
would hardly have ſhewn. itſelf at this ns l 


believe, not a Man living can yet foreſee e 


4 
—— 2 ——— 


it ſhall go on, what Progreſſion it ſhall mak 
and when, or at what Time it ſhall have don 
blowing ; and therefore, as above, he does nd 


many more, by extending ſo many Sil 
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Breathing, for; the Vegetative Life may be ſz 
to breathe ; that is to lay, they draw in Air, 10 


almoſt as much as by what they draw up fron | 
the Earth, 

Mr. Cowell, who. tho he makes no Boaſt 
his Knowledge, as ſome do, has ſhewn that hi 
is not ignorant of this, in the Method he hy 
taken with this Plant, which, if it had been ij 


it has done. 
But yet, as I have Laid, Mr. Cowell, not 


actly how, and to what Degree the Growth o 


fill the Heads of the Gentlemen who come 
ſee the Plant, with any Flouriſhes of what ma) 
or will be. 

It is enough, and he believes the moſt Curio 
will think it ſo, that it alrcady puts forth ſud 
Flowers, and ſuch Cluſters; and 'promiſes 


Branches on which the Fl6wers are expecte 
that no Aloe in this Country ever did, not! 
any other C ounttyerh this Part of the Woll 
that is to ſay, in Europe, except as I all alon 
have excepted, that one Plant in the Ro) 
Fruſſian Gardens: and therefore, he hopes 
may recommend it as a rare Thing in i 


Country, and may invite the Curious to 100 
0 


[ 33 ] | | 1 If 

in. it as on a Thing which is qualified to pleae | 

em, tho he may not be able to tell them every 4 

ep that Nature will take in the Progreſſion | 

Kit, to make it yet more agrecable to their 31 

uriofity. ; | | 

Some have ſuggeſted, that when the Plant = 

put forth all its Flowers it will die; and 

l. Bradley ſeems to intimate, that it was ſo 

n the two Plants that bloom dd in the Gardens 

Hampton Court; to this Mr. Cowell ſays, he 

bes not know how it was with thoſe Plants, 

o he has heard they did die as ſoon as they 

d done blowing; neither can he be afſured - 

OW it will fare with this Plant; but this he 

kes upon him to ſay, that the Plant ſhews yet | | 

d Siens of Mortality about it; on the con- I 

uy, it appears perfectly Sound and Healthy, 

gives all poſſible Tokens of its being in a 

uriſhing Conditie ; and he cannot but ſay, he 

licycs it will he ſo f. Tom dying, that it S 

Il continue to put forth. Syckers or Layers, 

I tie while it blows, as it uſually did, which 

no Sign of its fainting under the Expence of 

luis, or of Moiſture in the Supply of its 

oloms, 

belides, Mr. Cowel] 4 not 5 why Na- 

e which is no improvident Mother, ſhould 

t her Produce ſo to exhauſt herſelf, in the 

ting forth its Bloſſom only, as to faint under 

Operation, and die in the Middle of its 

ork; for tis evident, that the Bloſſom is but 

Middle, between the Leaf and the. Fruit of 

[Plant ; Indeed, if it ſhould go on to fol- 
D "on 
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. „ 
low the Bloſſom with a Production of 4 
kind of Fruit or Seed, (as we now lee it yi 
Which ſhould grow out upon the going off 
the Flower, then, indeed, ſome Plants ate: 
to fail, and we frequently ſee a Tree kill} 
bearing, or rather putting out too much Fr 
the Fruit itſelf alſo falling off before it con 
to its full Maturity. But that a Tree ſho 
kill itſelf with producing its Flower only, 
not according to the ordinary Courſe of Nati 
and eſpecially that ir ſhould always do fo; | 
ſo it is alledg'd it is and muſt be, 1 mean hi 
in England. 105 
But Mr. Cowell has ſomething farther to 
upon this Head, and this indeed is partly | 
Reaſon why this Part is mentioned, vis. 


1. He fays, That this Aloe had not arriyi 
the Strength and Capacity of putting fortl 
Flower, in the manner as it has now done 
he had not alſo exerted ſome Skill, and 
ſome particular Experiments in the Soil, 
in the frequent changing and altering the 
ture of the Earth which it grows in, ſo 4 

bring it to reliſh and like the Soil it now gf 
in more than ordinarily, particularly m 
than it did ſeveral other Compoſitions, V 
he had, at ſundry Times, nourifh'd it | 
before. 165 £ | | 


2. As he did thus uſe his utmoſt Skill 
Experience in ſuiting the Soil or Earth Mt, 
it ſtands in, and frequently renewing the f, 


PR 

xf A has, as appears by the Confequence; done 
t wil; with Succeſs, ſo, Mr. Cowell lays, he does | 
off Wot doubt, but by the ſame Application, he | "1 
ate a be able to keep the Plant in ſuch Vigour | 
ird e Strength, and that notwithſtanding the Ap- [| 
1 FrufWhroch of Winter, as ſhall abundantly ſupply 14 
con for all the Expence it will want to beſtow I 
ſbo vn its Bloom, and alſo upon the Fruit or 

Inly,Whccd which now follows it. ol 
Natu 

ſo; | 
an hf 


And this takes away all the pretended Ob- 
ion, which ſome, and thoſe Men of Art 
o have raiſed againſt its ſtanding in a Tub 
(Veſſel, ſuggeſting that the ſaid Tub or Veſlel, 
wever large it may be, cannot give the Sup- 
of Nutriment that the Plant will naturally 
| for on this extraordinary Occaſion, and 
gcfore the Plant muſt die of courſe, by a 
re Deprivation of Lite, as the Day dies away 1 
o Darkneſs by the mere Deprivation of *-- 

phe, | | 14 

but I ſay, the above Argument removes 
this Objection, becauſe Mr. Cowell, has 
Im the Beginning of the Plants promiling a 


gem, ſo conſtantly and ſuitably ſupply'd ſuch 

agencies of new and prepar'd Aliment or J 
„ W wriſhment, for the full Demand of Nature on . 
it W'Occafion, and has furniſhed it ſo effectually 1 


daily and further Demands, if it ſhould require 
that the Narrowneſs or Smalineis of the 
Win which it grows, can no way affect the 
ut, but it will have a conſtant Flux of Nouriſnu- 
ut, as ſufficient as if it ſtood in a Heap 

| D 2 TR Or 


| [ 36 ] 
or Bulk of fifty times the Quantity; and if of 
Plant ſhould ſeem to decay upon its having full 
blown, as he is fully - perſuaded it cannot, 
will convince the moſt critical Perſon in if 
World, that it cannot be for want of ſuffice 
Supply of Earth. | | | 
The only Enemy it can have in our Clin 
is the Cold, and this brings me of mere Cour 
to return to his Pruſſian Majeſty's Plant, f 
Aloe: We have an Account, that the Kin 
being wonderfully pleaſed witth ſuch an em 
ordinary Production of Nature, and very curig 
to have it preſery'd, causd a cloſe Fabric 
Building to be erected about the Plant, in the Pla : 
where it ſtood, in the Nature of a Green - Hou 
into which he had Artificial Heat come 
by Stoves and Fires at proper Diſtances ſo as 
preſerve an equal Heat, and form à Clima 
ſuitable to the Latitude of the Plant; that is 
ſay, of the Country from whence the Plant mi 
ſaid to be brought, *namcly, to the Latitude, 
16 to 17 Degrees: That here his Pruſu 
Majeſty's Gardeners watch'd the Plant with tl 
utmoſt Care to obſerve the Heat, keep it in 
duc Temperament and Equality, that the Ald 
might nor ſuffer, either by too much Cold, 
too much Heat. - 5 
In like manner Mr. Cowell, though not al 
to beſtow ſuch a great Expence, as witho 
doubt his Pruſſianm Majeſty did to gratify! 
Curioſity; 1 ſay, in like manner, Mr. Cuil 
in his Degree, has for ſome Weeks paſt ma 
Preparations for preſerving this choice Work 


Natul 
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Nature in the approaching Seaſon of Winter, 1 
&nd that at a very great Expence. „ 
In order to this, he has built round it at 
ottom in Proportion to the Bulk of the Plant, 41 
nd to preſerve it from Cold at the Root; 10 
1d has ſufficiently, as he believes, fenc'd in the T6 
Tub in which the Root of the Plant is plac'd, | 
225 to ſecure it effectually, and has prepar'd 
ves and Fire Places, to keep a conſtant Fire 
x Warmth rather) equal in Proportion to the 
ountry from whence it came. 

Nor has he been wanting to carry on his 
Wilding to an cqual Heighth, as the Plant has 


I if fly 
ng full 
not, þ 
in > 
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Hou nc d in its Growth; and having ſurrounded 
dome i ſome Parts with Timber and Boards, and 
ſo other Places with Glaſs, but in all Parts fo 
Clima dual and cloſe, as to keep all keen Blaſts 
5 r from it, which might pierce or penetrate 
ant 


e Plant itſelf, has, as tis believd, effectuall/ ö 
card the Plant from all Inclemencies of the 4 
eather, be the Winter how tedious, or how 

ere ſoever. _ 
Indeed, Mr. Cowell has not provided wen ö 
wth of 40 Foot high; but as he has not 
covered the Building at all, leaving Room q 
Ithe Plant to ſhoot up as high as Nature ſhall 
eſt : So as the Plant ſhall ſhoot up, he has 
kde Proviſion in his Building to add ſeveral 


1rudeC 
Pruſu 
With ti 
it in 
he Al0 
old, ( 


not ab 
witho 


atify Mer Stages of Work, as the Heighth ' of 
Cow 8M: Plant ſhall require. 

t „ allo he is preparing Stoves in the Outſide of 
/OIK V 


Turret, for keeping flow and ſoft Fires at 
Per Diſtance {rom the Plant, which by Pipes 
D373: regularly 


Natul 


eo wnmgp 2 


regularly plac'd for that Purpoſe, ſhall tom 


Hall go off in its due and ordinary Courſe, 


as is evident in the Balm of Mecca, o:dind 


by the Help of Art, ro ſuch a Perlection, 
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due Proportion of Heat for Supply of the Pl; 
and ſuitable to the Climate from whence 
may be ſuppoled to come. 
By theſe Fires thus conveying and ſupplyi 
a proper Temperature of Air, as abo 
Mr. Cowell does not doubt to keep the Pf 
as well growing as blowing, till Nature 
have fully perform'd and finiſh'd its Opera 
and till the whole is arriv'd to its fall Matut 
(v) the Flowers or Bloſſoms to be 
opend and blown out, and the Stem adyz 
to a Point or Pyramid, the Top Bol 
crowning the whole in a regular Spire, as Wil 
formerly explain'd in Print; and it this can 
and the laid Bloſſom preſervd ſo long as ti 


as it would have gone off if it had bloy 
its own natural Climate, he makes no dd 
but the Sced or Fruit, what ſocver it is, thi 
ulually produc'd by the ſame Plant in Aral 
Or Ethiop ia, or Mexico, where it is 
commonly 3 will alſo fojlow ; for 
not very utual to find the Bloſſom of a P. 
ſpread itlelf fully out (tho' it be in a Clin 
differing {rom that where tac Plant itlelf 0 
narily grows) but that alſo the Seed will foll 


call'd Balm of Gil-ad,. which is like an Aral 
and a Pcruvian Plant, and yet is Prot 


not only the Flower or Bloſſom is propagated 
the Sced after it, and that to ſuch a Pericdl 
2 


We CHO AIC EEE ey G4. > n 
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eo raiſe the ſame Plant again from that Seed 
þt is produc'd here: Of which I can ſhew | 
jrers Specimens now in being. 

ſt is to this Trial that the Evidence of Kind is 
ferrd, that is to ſay, upon the Production of 
e Flower and Seed, it will be aſcertain'd, be- 
bad all poſſible Objetion, what particular 
ind or Species of the Ale this Plant is come 
bm, whether the Aloe Socatring, as we are 


conye 
he Pl; 
hence 


abo 
the Pl} 
ure 


perari bly perſuaded it is, or the Aloe Epatica ; 
Maucher it may be call'd Africana or Ameri- 
* m; and the particular Trial will be then 
adya 


nde by its Juices, which till the Plant is come 
ja Strength ſufficient to put forth its Flower 
Bloſſom, and to ſupport the Flower in its 
Il Vigour, ſo as to produce a Seed after, it 

mot be ſuppoſed to be brought to their per- 

kt Flavour and Taſte, | 
But then it is not doubted, but it will appear 
iether the Juices are as Sweet as Honey, or 
ter enough to give a Tinctute to the Hira 
era, or Tinctura Sacra, the chief Bitter 
ſhereof is, as we are told, the Aue. This 
lifiiculty T ſay, we ſhall hope to ſec reſolvd 


B oſl 
e, 38 8 
s Can 

as ty] 
Ir/e, 
OW 
0 do 
5, the 
Aral 
is 


for 


ar on as the Bloſſom of this Plant is fully 
Ci read, and begins to go off; till which it muſt + 
elf on; acknowledg'd, that what already appears, 
folg es the Plant ſufficiently admir d, as w hat 


dna 
Aran 
cyl 
"NN, | 
tes, 
tel 


ls never been produc'd in this Climate before, 
nd, as is ſaid already, not in Europe, except 
tat one in the King of Pruſſias Garden. 
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Great | Torch ro [ h iftl i | 


ep 


| Te 20 of which Hawe alſo ſb 501 ſhot forth Po 


upright Stem of nine Foot high 
put out ten Bloſſoms fuliy 5 


and of an extraordinary S 
' the ſame. Garden of Mr. Cowalll 
Hoxton, in the Month 7 _ 

the Tear 1729. £1 BY 


AD N E Learned Mr. Bradl ”, E” f 
= mcntion'd above, has given 
brief, tho” as now pear 

ſome Things, an imperkeck 
a count of this Plant. 1 
Mr. 93 calls it the Cereus Ereetull 
the Upright, with the Addition in the El 
of the Great Torch.Thiſtle ; it is trac 
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THISTLE, Aen. 
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- wr. 
Addition to its Name as deriv'd from the 
Tatin; nor is it any where, as I can find, fi g- 


nied in the Latin Name Cereus, which, in- 


deed, he has not given us the proper Engliſh of: 
I is true, he adds the Word Maximus, or 
Great to its Latin Name, tho I do not find 
that even that is to diſtinguiſh it from a leſſer 
Kind, for that he does not tell us of any leſſer 
ind to be found, either here, or any where 
elle; that is to ſay, which differs from the 
great only in its Magnitude ; for that which he 


calls the Cereus Minor, he calls in Engliſh, the 


Kix. Ribb d Torch Thiſtle, and in its Latin 
Oelcription he calls it Hemangularis, as he does 
the other k. 

Another the ſame Author deſcribes of a quite 
Wfcring Kind, and ſhooting only Leaves, 
which the other Bo not, and this he calls Cerews 
Fiangularis, or the Three Ribe Torch. 

Thiſtle. + 
And laſtly, Mr. Bradley gives us 4 Deſeriy- 
tion of another, which he calls Cereus Octan- 
gularis, and in Engliſh the Great White Torch- 
le. I ſuppoſe he calls it White, becauſe 
Wie Spines or Thorns which it ſhoots out from the 
Angles of its Sides are White ; for as to Flower, 
acknowledges it has not been known to have 
werd in Europe: But as the other, or firſt 
wort, which he alſo calls the Great ' Torch- 
Miele, or in his Latin Title Maximus, the 
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'' Þ vide Bradley Hiſt. Plantarum Succulent, Dec. 1. p. 3. 
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” Fa] 
Greateſt, has flowerd, and that in Latin he 


calls Flore Allo, 1 think it had a fairer Claim 


to the Title of the White Torch-T, hiſtle than 
the other. 5 5, 
It is, indeed, ſomething ſtrange Mr. Bradley Ml © 

| hould give the Name of Flore Allo to this i , 


Plant, when, at the ſame time, he adds in the ( 
' Deſcription, that tho” the Flower is radiated 


with white Petals, yet that the Body of the 2 
Flower is of the Colour of Sulphur, or Brim- n 
ſtone : But that is not much to our Caſe here, 6 
Mr. Bradley ſays, this Plant will riſe up to 5 
the Heighth of twenty Foot; it is true, the 
particular Plants which are now in Mr. Cowel's WW 1 
Garden, have not riſen to above nine Foot, 30 f 
J have reaſon to believe they are come to their full 7 
Perfection of Growth, becauſe of their having put W 5; 
forth their Flowers in their full Dimenſions, But D. 
this is not Material, for nothing is more fte. : 
quent than for Plants and Trees, as well wi car 
Mien, to carry a different Bulk and Heighth, I Re. 
and yet to be in their full Perfection of Vigour tha 
and Strength; and we often find, ſhorter Trees foo 


meaſure as much Timber as taller, and ſnonef ; 


Men be as firong, as vigorous, as comely-4 Circ 
taller. | | | Vari 
It is certain, theſe Plants which have nog : - 
blown at Hoxton, are of the firſt Kind, whic "ug 
Mr. Bradley has deſcrib'd, tho the Flower mol Bog 
have differ'd ſomething from his in its Colon T| 
and Size; for the Colour of this Flower was, ne f 
has ſeveral times been deſcrib'd in Publick, 0 .; he 


a beautiful Purple, White and Yellow ; ml a 
85 | | 45 ö | | 0 
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L 
Body of the Flower, which is a Collection of 
ſmall Capillary Leaves, and being put toge- 
ther, give the Colour or Shade to the whole, 
was of a Brimſtone Colour. 
it riſes up Perpendicular from the Earth (ſo 
Mr. Bradley deſcribes it) like a Pillar or 
Column ſhooting directly ſtrait, without puts. 
ing forth either Leaf or Branch, nothing but 
innumerable Thorns, of a brown Colour, 
which come out of the Angles of its Stem, the 
Stem itſclf as green as Graſs: The Thorus grow 


” = ee Se. Xs 


OW out in Bunchcs like Pears. 
- When the Plant puts forth its lowers, they 
> WH {hoot out ſmall Branches at the Sides, about 
- ſix in Length, at the Extremities whereof the 


Flo ver ſpreads itfelft ; the Colour as above: 
The Dimenſions Mr. Bradley lays; four Inches 
Diameter, the Flower ot this at Mr. Cowells not 
ſo much, being from ſeven to nine Inches Cir- 
cum erence, which is ſtill a Proportion to its 
Heighth, which has not) et been (as above) more 
than nine or ten Foot; and we ſuppoſe, as ten 
Foot is to twenty in the Heighth of the Stem, 
lo ſeven Inches may to twelor Inches in the 
Circumference of the Bloſſom: As to the 
Varicty of the Colour, as ic is a Thing variable 
in its own Nature, and that many Plants of the 
lime Species often vary the Colour of their 

bloſſoms, lo I think it is of no Importance. 
This Plant was brought from Holland, and 
lie Perſon who had it there, conſtantly affirm- 
{d he brought it from Mies near the Cape 
| of 


| 15 But as Mr. Bradley gives, as well this aga_ 
other Sorts Which he deſcribes, the Tue 


Plant in Horton conſtantly did ſo, and ham 
its Flower every Morning, I conclude 
whole Kind does ſo; or, if you pleaſe, tha. 
is ordinary for it to do ſo; yet is there 


"$f blowin; but that every ſingle Bloſſom 
out by itſelf, only one blowing at a Time 
that having once blown out in the F 


; before Sun-riſing, the ſame Bloſſom die 


© which ſeem very particular, and may emplej 4 
the Curious a great while before _ 88 


COLE 


of Coo FEE in his Way home ot 


_ | J 


Americana, and that ſome of them are comme 
in the N oft Indies, 1 am willing to give uns 
his Opinion, and conclude: hab it is a Natifs 
of America onlj . 

The Blowing in tlie Night DO is ; with thi 
franc Author takes no Notice of in h 
count of the Torch Thiſtle but as I fou 


traordinary Rarity in that Particular, 
other Exotick Plants doing the ſam. 
Nor was this the only Thing curious i 


atter Sun · ſet, and ſhut in again in the Morne | 


en'd itſelf no more. Theſe are Thin 
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